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HEBR. Xiu: 17. 


I Obey them that have the Rule over you, and 
= ſubmit yourſelves; for they watch for your 
Souls, as they that muſt give Account. 


T. Paul having executed the main deſign of his 
' Epiſtle to the Hebrew Converts, which was to con- 
firm them in the faith and profeſſion of the Goſpel 
ſt of CHRIST (as being not only the final accom- 
= pliſhment of the Mo/azck Diſpenſation, but a perfect Re- 
velation of Gop's will and laws to all mankind by his 
own $0N) concludes, as his manner of writing was, with 
many uſeful and practical exhortations of a different na- 
ture. Accordingly, without any regard to connexion, he 
exhorts them in this Chapter to a brotherly love, b to the 
entertainment of Strangers, © to a compaſſionate tenderneſs 
and regard for all /afering Chriſtians, d to chaſtity, e to 
contentment without covetoufneſs, f to the continual practice 
of religious Worſhip: and 8 to works of Charity; as Sa- 
crifices not leſs pleaſing unto Goo. aeg. 
Among theſe, and other duties, the Apoſtle having firſt 
charged them h to have thoſe Perſons in grateful remem- 
brance, who, when alive, had the Rule over them, and had 
preach'd unto them the Word of: Go p: and to follnw their 
faith, conſidering the end of therr converſation, ſo as not to 
he i carryd about. with diverſe and ſtrange doctrines; He 
farther enjoyns them in the Text to obey in like manner 
their Succeſſors ; ſuch as had then the Rule over them: and 
70 ſubmit themſelves, as to Perſons, who watched for their 
Souls, as they that muſt give account. 7 
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It muſt then, I think, be allowed from this, as well as 1 ü 


other places of Scripture, that there was an evident di- 
tinction made even in the days of the Apoſtles, between 
Saints, or private Chriſtians ; and Thoſe, who had the 


rule over them with the Care of their Souls: And in con- ü 


ſequence of this, that the Church of CHRIST ought in 
all places, as well as in Fudza, to be look'd upon, as a 
viſible and well-form'd Society, incorporated for the Spiri- 
tual Intereſts of Men, wherein every individual Member, 


as in a ſtate of ?ryal, is to be conducted to perfection in this 
World, and to happineſs in another, thro' the paths of 


truth and yr gr by ſnd doctrine, by wife Laws, 
by a regular uſe of all proper Means, both internal and 
external: and among the reft, by an obedience and /ubmifſion 


to the drrefFrons of ſuch, as are lawfully inveſted with the 
public guidance and government of their Spiritual affairs, 


or in other words, with the Care of their Souls; both One, 


and the Other being obliged to act herein according to the ; 


original Commands of Chriſt, the Founder and Supreme 
Head of this Society. 
By Rulers therefore in the Text I mean all Perſons of eve- 
ry degree and order, from the higheſt to the loweſt, who 
have a right, by the Will of CHRIST, to exerciſe any 
kind of authority or adminiſtration in his Church; but what 
thoſe powers are, which belong to all, or each of them in 
their reſpective Stations, muſt be determin'd, not from the 
eneral fignification of the Word in profane or facred 
Writers: but either from the Senſe that was A 
to it by CHRIST and his Apofilbs, who firſt appointed 
ſuch Rulers; or from what we may, without their expreſs 
declarations, juſtly conclude about it from the known end 
and reaſon of their Office, and from the very nature of ſuch 
a Spiritual Society, as the Chriſtian is deſcrib'd to be in the 
New Teſtament itſelf, and in other the earlieſt records of its 


original ſettlement. 
> 8 My 


2 Heb, xiii. 24. 
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My Buſineſs then (being that alſo, which is moſt "7 oa 
ble to the preſent Solemnity, as well as to my Text) ſhall be 


to inquire, 


I. Firſt, Wno originally had, and now have a Right 
from CHRIST, to any Rule or Office in the Churches of 
his Saints on earth: and what Powers ſuch Rule or Office 

ives them. | 

IT. Secondly, What the nature and degree of that Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion is, which his Apoſtle here requires pri- 
vate Chriſtians, or Saints to pay to ſuch Rulers and Mi- 
niſters. | 


I. As to my firſt enquiry about the Being and Authori- 
ty of Rulers and Miniſters in the Chriſtian Church; that 1 
may not draw an Urapian Plan, it will be requiſite for me 
to trace the riſe and progreſs of both thro' the Apoſtolic Age. 
Now from the Goſpel-Hiſtory it is evident, that our B. 
SAviouR, himſelf did, (ſoon after a folemn Entrance on his 
own Miniſtry, and after * continuing all night in prayer to 
Go p, ) chuſe, and ordarin TWELVE out of the whole 
Number of his Diſciples, whom alſo he nam'd AposTLEs : 
and that to them He likewiſe gave a particular Commiſ- 
ſion, whence they had Power and Authority not only b to 
preach. the Kingdom of Heaven 7o the oft ſheep of the 
Houſe of Iſrael, but to caſt out unclean Spirits, and to heal 
all manner of /ickneſs and d:/eaſes. — This Power and Au- 
thority was ſufficient at that time ; nor could more be want- 
ing, ſo long as their MASTER was alive: and they for the 
moſt part obliged to a cloſe attendance on his Perſon, that 
they might afterwards © <w7#neſs and declare to the World 
that, which they ſhould fee of his Actions, or hear of his 
Doctrines. However what they could not then do was in 
good meaſure ſupplied in his life-time by other SEvenTY 
Diſciples of a lower rank; who, upon the Return of the 
Apoſtles, and a greater Increaſe of the Harveſt, were d ap- 
| | pornted 
Luke vi. 12, 13. Mar. iii. 14. Mat. x. 1, 5, 6. e 1 Joh. i. 13, *Lyke x, . 
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one and /ent forth as Fell Labourers with them, in 
order to prepare, by their preaching and miracles, the way 


before him into the Cities, whither Hr himfe F would 


come. 

But as his ſtay c on earth was ; ſhort, no linger, than to 
go thro' Judæa, and to proclaim the glad tidings of the 
Goſpel to its Inhabitants, and to convince them by an un- 
interrupted Series of Miracles that HE was the Metab, 
of whom Gop had ſpoken to their Fathers by the Mouth 
of his hol Prophets: : So the future Settlement and Govern- 
ment of his Church, that was to be gather'd out of every 
Nation under Heaven, devolv'd upon the Apo/tles ON Lx, 
without any further mention of ths other Seventy Diſci- 


ples To them therefore H oftentimes appear 'd after 
is Reſurrection, and a ent them into all the World with 


lite Powers, as lis FATHER had ent H1M to the Jeu, 


promiſing b to be akvays with them and to enable e them, 
by the Spirit of his Father, to ſpeak and ad with ſuch 
divine W:/dom, and Authority, as their Adverſaries ſhould 
not be able to gainſay, nor reſiſt. Accordingly They be- 
gan 4 with ordaining Matthias to take fart with 'them of 
that Miniftry and Apifele ip, from which Judas by tranſ- 
greſſion fell: and their LoRD ſoon after added St. Paul 
unto their Number, by a "miraculous converſion; © to be 
in a more peculiar reſpect his Apo poſe to the Gentiles. 
But for the Nature and Extent of the Afoftolical Powers, 
I muſt appeal to the words of their Commiſſion : and to 


the manner, wherein they exerciſed them; confi: ming 


their right to them by f us and Wonders, © and. mighty deeds 
and other Ge of the Holy Ghoſt —— And is it not evi- 
dent from hence, that they had Authority, and were ob- 
liged by that Autherity (unleſs they would 8 with/tand 
God) to be h Ambeſſadors for CHR Is T, to act as in his 


ſtead in the Miniſtry of reconciling Men to Gov, and ſa- 


V 719 


a Joh. xx. 21. * Matth xxviii. 20. x. 19, 29, Luke xxi. 15. Acts i. 
8, 4 Acts i. 22, 26. Acts ix. 15. Rom. xi. 13. f 2 Cor. Xii. 12. Heb. 
n. 4. 5 Acts xi. 17. 1 Cor. ix. 16. * 2 Cor. v. 18, 20. 


8 
* +. "£4 « 
— $a ae W * 


FI 
——_ 
. 
>, 
1 * 2 
> 
* Ss 
N 
2 


Conſecration 8 k RMO N. 


ding their Souls ; by * preaching his Goſpel to every Creature, 
b by remitting or retaining their Sins, by © baptizing all, 
who ſhould become Converts to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
then teaching. them to obſerve all things whatſcever their 
Maſter had commanded them? And in vertue of this 
Authority did they not propagate Chriſtianity throughout 
the World? Did they not gather a peculiar People unto 
Chriſt out of all Mankind: and then form out of them in 
every place, | diſtinct Societies, call'd Churches of the Saints, 
who were not to 4 for/ake the aſſembling of themſelves tage- 
ther, but to hold.an external Communion with each other in 
allyeligious Affairs? -Did they not at firſt regulate and enjoyn 
ein his name every thing relating to their common Faith, 
or Practice, and to their Publick Vorſbip, or Diſcipline; 
appointing Miniſters of different Orders to officiate among 
them? ＋Had they not the f Care of all the Churches they 
planted? Did they not 8 vit them in perſon, as oft as they had 
opportunity, to the end they might be eſtabliſhed : and when 
they could not come, did they not from time to time en 

h ſuch new res and ordinances as they thought requiſite 
to reform what was amiſs, to keep them /tedfaſt in their do- 
Arine and fellowſhip, and to preſerve peace, order, and de- 
cency among them? And if need was, did they not exem- 
plarily i puniſh the diſorderly, the diſobedient, and the 
wicked, according to the Power which the Lo x D had given 
them to Edification : and that went fo far, in caſe they 
prov'd incorrigible, as to cut them off from any religious 
Communion and Company with their Brethren; till their Re- 
pentance and Bebaviour were ſuch, as became Saints, and then 
they forgave and reſtored them to it in the Perſon of CHRIS r. 
— Nor was this all, for when the Care of theſe Churches 


| grew 
— SEE 14 
Aire 


Mar. xvi. 15. Þ Joh. xx. 23. © Matth. x xviii. 19, 20. 4 Heb. x. 25. 
Ads i. 14. ii. 465. Rom. vi. 17. 2 Tim. i. 13. 1 Cor. iv. 17. 
Chap. vii. viii. xi. xiv. xii. 28. 2 Theſ. ii. 13: iii. 6. Acts vi. 26. Acts 
XIV. 23. xx. 8. 1 Cor. v. 3. Epheſ. iv. 11. / 2 Cor. xi. 28. 5 Acts xv. 36, 
41: xvi. 5. Rom. i. 11. 1 Cor. xi. 2, 34. 2 Cor. ii. 3. vii. 12. x. 11. 
XII. 1, 2, 10. 1 Tim. iii. 14. * Mat. xvii. 17. Rom. xvi. 17. 1 Cor. iv. 21. 


I hap. V. 2 Cor. x. 6,--8. xiii, 10. 2 Thel. iii. 6, 11, 14. 1 Tim. i. 20. 
2 Cor. ii. 5--10, i 
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grew too great for them by their Number, or their Di- 
ſtance; they did then * delegate to others their ordinary 2 
Powers at leaſt to preſide, and rule over, not only the Peo- 
ple committed to their Charge, but all inferior Paſtors, 
Teachers, and Miniſters among them——In ſhort, no- 
thing can be plainer from the b Aces and Writings of the Ml 
Apoſtles, than that they had a right to, and did uſe every de- 
gree of power and Authority, both ordinary and extraor- 
dinary which they in their own prudence, or by the will of 
CuRISsT, or by the 2»/þiration of the HoLy GHOST 
judged to be expedient, and neceflary in any Churches 
they had ſettled, for the c perfecting of the Saints, for the 
work of the Miniftry, and for the ed:fy:ng of the Body 
of CuR1sT; that his Diſciples, confider'd either as indi- 
vidual Perſons, or as form'd into diſtinct Societies upon 
Earth, might yet A L 1, as Members of one Body, where- 
of H x is the inviſible and ſupreme H E Ap, be cement- 
ed and grow up together into an unity of faith, worſhip, 
knowledge, and practire; and to that meaſure of ſtature 
or Spiritual perfection, whichis to make up the fulneſs of 
CHRIST. 

It muſt indeed be own'd, that the Commſjion of the A- 
poſtles was extraordinary, and in many branches of it pecu- 
tar to themſelves, who were qualified to diſcharge it by in- 
ſpiratien, and powers from above: and that con y it 
was either to expire with their lives, or at leaſt to ceaſe 
with thoſe miraculous Gifts of the Holy Gh, which en- 
abled them, together with other Prophers and Evangeli 


2 'S, 
ſo to propagate and eſtabliſh the Gel at firſt, d that the 
Ki of this World became the Kingabms of their 


Lox, and of hs CHRIST. But when this was 
wrought, and Chriſtian Churches were every where built up- 
on like Foundations, and modelled inlike manner, with thoſe 

| 2 1 N 1. Nes * | | © 1 | f £ that 4 

E piſtles to Timothy and Titus. » The proofs are chiefly taken from the x 
Conduct of St. Paul, who being the Apeſtle of the Gentiles, did, and wrote moſt 7% 
at the firſt ſettlement of Chriftian Churches, Nor is it to be doubted, but that 4 


the other Apeſtles having the ſame Powers, did the very /ame things where- 
ever they went or refided, © Eph, iv. 11-14. 4 Rev. xi. 25. | 


* 
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chat wite planted by the Apoſtles ; the Queſtion is whether 


XZ any ordinary and fanding Proviſion was made by them for 


continuing to the end of the World, à regular & ceſſion of 
Church Governors and Miniſtems; whoſe duty it ſhould be 
to elify" the Body "of Cu RIsT, by admitting members 
into his Church ; and then taking due care of their religi- 


cous inſtruction, worſhip, and diſcipline, according to the te- 
nor of his Goſpel, and the univerſal practice of his Apo- 


3 files. * © 


And had we no other Light to clear up this Queſtion, 


than that of our own reaſon, guided by the nature of ſuch 


Societies as Chriſtian Churches are, and by the hiſtorical 


; | account of their original Settlement; yet me.hinks that 
would ſhew us the abſurdity of imagining, that Go p, who 
isa the Author of peace and order, ſhould have left the Chur- 


ches of his Saints in ſuch a State, as that they muſt una- 
voidably have fallen into divine, and confuſion. If Chriſti- 


an inſtruction, worſhip, and diſcipline were neceſſary at the 
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firſt inſtitution of Churches, they muſt be equally neceſſary 


topreſerve their well-being and proſperity at all times, and in 
all places afterwards. There mult then of like nece/ity be 


* Perſons appointed to inſtruct them, to miniſter about Holy 


things, and to rule over them in CHRIST. This appoint- 
ment human Prudence ought to have made after the exam- 
ple of the Apo les, had they themselves taken no ſpecial 
Care of the affair; but that ſuch Care was taken by them, 
and that it was not left to private Chriſtians to invent, and 


: follow what form of Government and Miniſtry they pleaſed 


in each Church, we have full proofs in fat from the ſa- 
cred writings of the different Offices, and Powers, where- 


with the 4po/tles intruſted others. — Did They not at fly, 


even before they received the H. Ghoſt, fill up their own 


Number b by putting Matthias into the place of Fudas ? 


Did they not, as ſoon as they faw occaſion, « appoint DE A- 
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Þ | cons over a particular Bu/ineſs in the Church, that they 
might give themſelves up to publick Prayer, and the Mini- 
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n try of the Word? — The Perſons indeed were, at their in- 
| ſtance, recommended and choſen by the whole multitude of 


Diſciples, but they were ſet apart to that Office by a ſo- 
lemn /aying on of the AposTLEs hands. — Did They not 
afterwards 4 ordain ELDERS in every place, where there 
were Converts enough to form a regular Church? Are not 
theſe Elders particularly © diſtinguith'd from the Brethren 
in the Synod of Feruſalem ? Had they not ALL a pecu- 
liar Truſt and Charge f not only to fake heed unto them- 
ſelves, but alfo to that part of the Flock of CHRIST over the 
which the HoLy GrosT had made them Overſeers? 
Were not Thoſe of Epheſus often warned by St. Paul with 
Tears to 5 watch and guard their Flock not only a- 


gainſt grievous Wolves without the Fold, but alſo againſt 


ſuch men, as ſhould ariſe among themſelves, ſpeaking per- 
verſe things to draw away Diſciples after them? — Did 
not this Care reſt entirely upon thoſe EL DE RS (under occa- 
ſional directions from the Apoſtle) till he h committed both 


them, and their People to the charge of Timothy, who was 


to abide there? — Were not Timothy and Titus advanced 
i to a higher rank in the Chriſtian Minitry, ſo as to be k Pil- 
lars of the Truth, in the Houſe of Gor, which is the Church? 
being indeed next in dignity and conſequence to the A. 
poſtles themſelves, | 2 whoſe Foundations it was built: 
and receiving expreſs powers from them to do what 
they themſelves had ordinarily done before, towards 
its erection or ſupport, by m ordaining Elders and other 
Minifters in every City within their reſpective diſtricts ; by 
committing u whatever they had heard of the Apoſtles to 
ſuch, as | 44 judg'd fazthful Men, and able to teach others 
alli; by charging o them what do&rines they ſhould teach, 
or ſuffer to be taught for godly edifying ; by inſpecting their 
lives and manners; nay * by receiving accuſations againſt 


Acts xi. 30. xiv. 23. Epiſt. to Timothy and Titus. James v. 14. 1 Pet. v. 
1. Acts xv. f Acts xx. 28. 1 Pet. v. 2. Acts xx. 29--31. 1 Tim. i. 3, 
18. vi. 20. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. i. 6. Tit. i. 5. * 1 Tim. iii. 15. Gal. ii. 
9. Rev. iii. 12. Eph. ii. 20. Rev. xxi. 14. ® 1 Tim. iii. v. 22. Fit. i. 5. 
2 Tim. ii. 2. Tit. i. 9. 94 Tim, i. 310, 18. vi. 37 4+ 2 Tim, ii. 14. 23+ 
Tit. i. 9. ? 1 Tim. v. 19, 20. 
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them, and paſſing cenſeres upon them according to their 
Crimes, if ſuch accu/arrons were fully proved. hey 
had it Iixewiſe in commiſſion to exhort, , reprove, and re- 
buke offenders of every kind in practice, faith, and do- 
ctrine; to rejech r all Heretiphs after due admonitiam; and 


what was more, ſo to direct and gover n, in the abſence of 
the Apoſtles, as to ſet in order whatever was wrong, or 
wanting. in the ſeveral Churches of the Saints within, or 
round the Cities of Eplells, and Crete. — And as all 
Churches ſcem at 15 t have been modell'd in lite 
manner, and as the reaſon of the thing is altogether 
the fame, there can be little doubt, but that Perſans t in- 
veſted with Jie authority as Timethy and Titus, were 
ſet over them, in every Place to guide, and rule 
both Elders and People; which Perſons were look d 
upon after the death of the Apoſtles to ſucceed them in 
their ordinary powers; and to whom in the very next ge- 
neration the name of Br/hops was appropriated, which had 
before been common to Presbyters.. Accordingly St. abr, 
in the Fhree fir/t Chapters of his Revelation, has given us a 
lively deſcription of even Biſhops under the title of Angels, 
preſiding over the Churches in ſeven Principal Cities of 
The main point in queſtion ſeems indeed ſo clear to my 
judgment, that were there no particular and expreſs te- 
ſtimonies to be produced out of Scripture, to ſhew. that 
there were different Offices and Powers convey' d by the 
Apoſtles to others; yet the plain, and uncontradicted ac- 
count we haye in the primitive writers of the appointment 
and diſtinction of Biſbops, Presbyters, and ſubordinate 
Miniſters, of Rulers and Saints, in the ſeveral Churches 
planted by the Apoſtles, and for ſeveral Ages, fo far as 
we have any hiſtory of them, is of itſelf an-undeniable 
proof, that ſuch a Form of Eccleſiaſtical Polity did uni- 
verſally prevail thro out the Chriſtian World. Nay, au- 
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41 Tim. i. 10. Chap. v. 2 Tim. iv. 2, 3. Tit. i. 13, 14. ii. 18. Tit. iii 
to. i. 5. t 2 Cor. viii. 23. Phil. ii. * . 
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thentic Catalogues of their reſpective Biſpaps in a regular 
Succeſfion are ſtill extant. Hence therefore this obvi- 
ous Dilemma will naturally follow; Did flich a "Form 
obtain, and prevail fo quickly every Where, thto Apgſtoli- 
cal Appointment, or was it introduced, and ſettled” by a 
Voluntary Change? To ſuch an Appointment we refer; and 
leave thoſe, who deny it, to u deviſe how ſuch a Change, 
whereof Hiſtory is ſilent, could be brought abdut without 
the leaſt clamour, or oppefirion, in a matter of ſo great 
Moment, and among Perſons, ſo far from being diſpoſed to 
innovate upon Apoſtolical Ordinances, Cuſtoms, or Tra- 
ditions, that they were tenacious of them even to Super- 
ftitron, and to Deatbz. e eee. 
But to theſe Fas and Reaſonings, it has been objected, 
that all apo/toical ordinances or uſages are not thought to 
be of perpetual obligation in the Chutch ; for that many of 
them have been actually changed according to the exigen- 
cies of Times, and the peculiar Cuſtoms of different Na- 
tions: or when the reaſon of things, and the more impor- 


The ingenious Solution of the learned Author of an E/ay at the end of a 
Paraphraſe on St. Paul's ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy (p. 96-99) can never be 
thought a ſufficient Anuſewer to this difficulty ; the Moral Philaſanber th fore 
has at- once cut this Gerdian Knot, and laid 'hijs Axt# to the real root of Sacer- 
dota] Hierarchy, by fuppoſmg without prog, that the moſt jarring Parties en- 

ter'd all at once into an amicabls but wicked confederacy to ſet up this Hietar- 
chy; that none of the Canonical Books of the New Teftament itſelf were ſo 
inſpir'd as that the dotrine of them is infa//ibly true; that a// of them he 0 
does not like, are /purjous, or 0 : and that the Youchers for the * 
Truth of them, in the firſt three Centuries, were ambitious and, wicked F 
Uſurpers upon 'Gop's ſole Prerogative, as well as upon the © Conſcience” and 
Rights of Mankind (Page 55--60, 80, 362, 368, 369, 377-386, 397, 440, 
442.) ———- He has indeed paſs'd high Compliments upon St. Paul, as the great 2 
Free Thinker of his Age, and as 4 bold and brave Defender of Reaſon againſt 3 
divine Authority, (pag. 71.) But then as they give the he to the Ho L y "8 
GHosr, and are paſs'd at the expence of Truth, and his own Sincerity, as 
well as of the Reputation of the other Apoſtles; he may probably retract them upon 
| ſecond Thoughts, and upon reconſidering how much Authority St. Paul 
himſelf exerciſed and claim'd from Inſpiration, immediate Revelation, and Mi- 
racles; how much he 4id towards ſettling and continuing an Hierarchical Re- 


ligion in the World: and that his Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus (Biſhops of his 5 
own making) contain little elſe, but i»/rufions to them, how they ought to 3 
behave themſelves as Rulers and Pillars in the Henſe of Gop, which is the 3 
Church of the living God, 1 Tim. iii. 14, 15. | | 0 
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aſide, as ſoon as the deſign of their inſtitution ceas d, or 

they gave juſt offence ? Why then, ſay ſome, may not the 

* poftolical Form of Church Government itſelf be given up, 

or chang d at pleaſure? Or where it does take place, muſt 

the Governors, and Miniſters of that Church, to authorize 

their Function, trace up a lawful claim to their reſpective 

Offices and Powers in an uninterrupted line of Succeſſion 

from the Apoſtles, thro' a ſeries of 1700 years, and the la- 

# byrinths of ſchiſm and uſurpation ? 

i I anſwer, that what I have hitherto ſaid upon this Sub- 

ject is intended only to ſhew, what ſpiritual Powers were in 

Fact at firſt given and appropriated by CH R1sT to his A- 

& poſtles, and by them conveyed to Others, as Governors, and 

Miniſters in his Church: and that tho' ſome of them were 

of an extraordinary, nay, miraculous nature, and of a tem- 
& porary continuance; yet that others were by the Will of 
* God tobe of common and ftanding uſe, and conſequently 

of perpetual obligation at all times, and in all places, be- 
ing ſuited to the nature and ends of his Religion, and of 
ſuch ſþritual Societies, as vi/ible Churches are; and that 
theſe do ſtill of igt belong to, and ought to be ordinarily 

exerciſed by ſuch Perſons, as ſhall be laufully and regularly 

callld to any Office, or Adminiſtration in the ſame, by 

vertue of his Authority, and according to that plan of 
Eccleſiaſtical Polity, which was fram'd and introduc'd by 

his Apoſtles into thoſe Churches, which they themſelves 

planted and ſettled in the World ; fo that unavoidable ne- 

ceſſities, or extraordinary Caſes have not yet fallen under 

my conſideration. But herein I am willing to make as 

wide a difference as can in reaſon be defired between 

things of a pgſtive, and moral nature; between ſuch in/ti- 


Futions 
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tu tions as are only external means for preſerving true . 
ligion, good order, and godly diſcipline in the public So- 
cieties of Chriſtians; and between thoſe fundamental Ar- 
ticles of faith, dhetrine, or practice, which are the very 
eſſence of our Religion; and muſt be believed, or done, 

as ordinarily neceflary to his eternal Salvation by every 
Man, who names the name of Chr4ft ; and for which he is 


to anfwer finally in that ay when Gop ſhall judge. the 
Secrets of Men by JEsUs CuRISH, according tu his Goſpel, 
T would not therefore be thought to ſpeak of ſuch T/t:- 
 tutions in the ſame high terms, or to lay like ſtreſs upon 
them, as upon the werghrier matters of the Goſpel ; the 
larter are not in any Circumſtances whatſoever to be al- 
ter d, or diſpens d with; but the former muſt give way 
to the nece//itzes of things, or may be varied whenever 
they come into competition with the greater intereſts of 
true Religion, or with the Salvation of Men. As to 
what, humanly ſpeaking, we call extreme neceſſity; it has 
no lau, but is a law unto itſelf, carrying its own Au- 
thority and Obligations along with it: and Men will be 
juſtified in ſubmitting to it, as to what Providence brings 
upon them, without their own fault or neglect. But 
then this ſuẽ,jt,ion will hold no longer than ſuch neceſſity 
{hall lat ; for, as ſoon as it is remov'd, things ought to go 
on in the fame common and ordinary courſe Go p firſt ap- 
pointed. I am then ready to allow, that any Or- 
dinances or Cuſtoms of a pofitive nature, tho' derived from 
CuR1sT, and his Apoſtles, may be diſcontinued, or changed 
in caſes of abfolute neceſſity. Nay, I am willing to go 
further, and to approve of ſuch diſcontinuance or change, 
whenever it will tend (all things conſider d and all prejudices 
laid aſide) to the furtherance of the Goſpel ; or when it 
ſhall appear evident, that ſuch Ordinances or Cuſtoms were 
ſuited to a particular age or exigency ; or that the reaſen 
for which they were begun is ceaſed, or that they cannot 
be made to anfeoer the ends they were at firſt intended to 
ferve. In all ſuch Caſes the Governors of the Church 


for 
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a divine Authority to ſuperſede, or repeal them. ; | 
Upon theſe Accounts it ſeems to have been wiſe, right 
and requiſite for the Chriſtian Church to come into thoſe 


| great alterations, that were made in its external Polity, 


when the Civil Powers became Converts to the Goſpel: and, 


IE inſtead of perſecuting its Miniſters and Profeſſors, were 


willing not only to Zolerate, but to eſtabliſb it as the Natio- 


nal Religion of their Countries, and thus to incorporate the 
X /p:iritual and temporal Intereſts of their People, by ſuch an 
Alliance, as ſhould promote both, and laft as long as 


the Kingdoms of this World ſhould continue in chedience 
to the Faith and Dofrine of CuRIST. — Providence in- 
deed by bringing to paſs this * prophetic and marvellous e- 
vent, did, as I imagine, point out, and will ;u/tify any re- 
gulations, in regard to the outward peace, order and go- 
vernment of the Church, that are conſiſtent with the „le 
legiſlative Authority of CHRIST in all Matters of true and 


pure religion: and with the exerciſe -of ſuch ſpiritual 


Powers, as H and his Apoſtles gave at firft, y with an 
intention that they ſhould from time to time, to the end 
of the World, be in like manner conveycd and exerciſed by 
ſuch Perſons as ſhould ſacceed them, in the ordinary care, 
and government of ſuch religious Societies, as were orginally 
ſettled by them, and call'd the Churches of the Saints. 

z As the San of Gop ſeems to have had nothing more 
at heart, than that his Gel ſhould be preached to, and re- 


ceived by every Creature under Heaven; ſo it may reaſona- 


bly be prefum'd, to be his c that, when Kings and Queens 


ſhould inſtead of Perſecutors become Nurfmg-Fathers and 
Nur fing-Mothers of his Church, they ſhould then employ 
whatever power they had, from the reaſon of things, or 
the ends of Civil Society, to eftabliſh and order a publick, 

or 


* Ifaiah xlix. 22, 23. Matth. xxviii. 20. Joh. xiv. 16. Ephel. iv. 11, &. 
* I ſhall make no apology to the world for inſerting /arge and proper additions 
to this, and ſome other Parts of my Sermon, which were not deliver'd from 


the Pulpit, ſo | . u : 
pub 1. » lo long as I have leave ſo to do, from the Authority by which it is 
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br the time being, have, 1 think, by their ordinary power, 
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or national Religion, in favour of Chri/tianity; provided al- 
ways that by the exerciſe of ſuch a power no violence be 
offered to the Judgment and Conſciences of men in their re- 
ligious faith and worſhip ; which is alike contrary to Chri- 
tian, as to Natural Liberty. — For if the uſefulneſs, nay, 
moral neceſſity of a National Religion has been one of the 
moſt uncontroverted Principles of true Politics in all Ages 
and Countries; and if it be mere Enthu/iaſm to deny it, or 
to imagine that Civil Society it{elf can flouriſh, or even ſub- 
fiſt without it ; why then it will, I believe, without much 
diſpute be acknowiedg'd, that no Form of Neligion can 
better deſerve all reaſonable encouragements from the 
Civil Powers, than the Chriſtian, not only on account of its 
divine Original and Authority, but from conſidering how : 
much it tends to the Glory of Gop, and the Good of Men, by | 
revealing and explaining the nature and providence of the 4 
Deity to the apprehenſions of their People, by recommend- 1 
ing his perfections to their imitation, by teaching them how i 
to wor/hiphim in ſpirit and in truth, by informing their ;udg- 
ments, by rooting out of their minds every kind of 1 
tion, by amending whatever is irregular or evil in their 
hearts, paſſions, and affections, by enacting the practice of 
whatever is virtuous and praiſe-worthy with the moſt pow- 5 
erful Sanctions, by giving new force to all natural and civil 2 
obligations, by joining truth and prublik good together, and 
by ſhewing all men how they may be perfect and happy, - 
not only in the fe that mow is, but in that which is to 5 
come. — Such are the natural Fruits of Chriſtianity, when 1 
believ d and practis d as it ought to be: and if a ſenſe of 
them ſhould determine thoſe States and Princes (who be-. 
lieve it upon a ſincere conviction to be of Go p) to eſta- 
bliſh it as the National Religion of their reſpective Domi- 
nions, and to diſtinguiſh the profeſſors of it by proper 
marks of favour; and alſo to beſtow upon its Paſtors and 
Teachers ſuch degrees of maintenance and honour, as ſhall 


be 


— 


See Alliance between Church and State, p. 109. 
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be thought in reaſon, or according to the example of all Ages 
"a Cir, gg ha b the Command of CHRIST fit, 
and requiſite for ſuch Perſons, as are by his Will call'd to 
direct, and officiate in things pertain ing to Religion; In 
this caſe, I ſay, there appears to me nothing in the Goſpel 
to prevent their having, or rather retaining that Supreme 
Power over all Perſons, and in all matters relating to an 
Fa Form of Religion; which of natural right be- 
ongs to ſuch as are inveſted with the ſapreme Civil Go- 
vernment in any State; which was exerciſed by Kings in 
the Jewiſhß Church, altho their miniſtratious and forms of 
worſhip were very minutely preſcribed by divine Laws: and 
which (where-ever the Chriſtian Church and State ſhall be 
united) may be eafily reconciled to ſuch an Eccieſiaſti- 
cal, or Spiritual Polity, as was appointed by the A- 
poſtles. | 
Upon the firſt overtures therefore of ſuch an Union, I can- 
not but think that ALL, who had then any rule or function 
in the Church of Chrift in Bog Country would haye acted 
beyond their Commiſſian, and againſt the real zntere/ts of 
his Religion, had they not gone into it upon condition of 
having it eftabh/hed by law in its evangelical truth, and pu- 
rity, and of retaining the ſame offices and adminiſtrations, 
as they had before, and of having their decrees enforced by 
a civil and legal authority; tho with this expreſs, and ge- 
neral reſerve, that the Clergy in this ſtate of Union ſhould 
never act as an independent Body, ſo as to decree any thing 
new in the effabli/h'd form of religion without the leave, 
conſent, and approbation of the ſupreme Civil Magiſtrate ; 
nay, that they ſhould not even exerciſe any of thoſe Spiri- 


tual Powers they confeſſedly have by the word of G op, 


but under ſuch ſettled Rules, Limitations, and Penalties, 
as were then agreed upon by all Parties, Spiritual and Tem- 
foral, and by them judged neceſſary not only to prevent 
all animoſities, and confuſions, encroachments, or dan- 


gers on either ſide, but likewiſe to preſerve truth and peace; 
C | 


and 


> 4 Cor. ix. 14. 1 Tim. v. 17, 
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and to promote the common good both of Church and 
State, thus united and incorporated. Nor is this all, for 
afterwards the Clergy in any Chriſtian ſtate, would in my 
Opinion, miſtake, or miſuſe any rights, and authorit 

they have by the Gael, if they ſhould not, for the ſake of 


true Religion, conſent to exerciſe their Spiritual Miniſtra- 


tion, and Juriſdiction, under the direction and controul of 


the Civil Powers, ſo far as they can with a good conſci- 
ence, and without injuring thoſe rights; nay, if they 
would not (beſides giving all lawful Teſts of their A/leg:- 
ance, and Fidelity) acquieſce in any Reformation, or Al- 
terations in the worſhip, order, and diſcipline of the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, that are made by Civil Laus alone; 
provided thoſe Laws contain nothing in them, contrary to 
the 10¼ of CHRIST and his Apeſtles; nothing but what 
they left to human prudence and diſcretion : or what may 
(times and circumſtances confider'd) be reaſonably compli- 
ed with in extraordinary Caſes, the better to ſecure thoſe 
great advantages, which true Religion may reap from the 
Protection and Encouragement of the Civil Powers. — But 
ſhould the Civil Powers enact things contrary to the truth 
and purity of the Gofpel; ſhould they deſtroy root and 
branch all thoſe Spiritual Powers, which CRHRISTH or his 
inſpir'd Apoſtles appointed to continue in his Church, as a 
viſible but iritual Society unto the end of the World, 
for the perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the Mini- 
try, and for the edify:ng of the Body of CuxrisT : or 
ſhould they under a ſeeming zeal for the religion of Na- 
ture, exclude the Chriſtian Revelation from having a na- 


tional eftabhiſhment. Why then, the original Alliance 


between Church and State would be diſſolved, and all good 
Chriſtians, whether of the Laity or Clergy, would be obli- 
ged to obey GoD, rather than MEN; they muſt return into 
the condition of a folerated Sect : and if ſuch an indulgence 
were refuſed them, they muſt then with the Faith and pati- 
ence of primitive Saints, Confeſſors, and Martyrs, ſubmit for 

Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's ſake and the profeſſion of his Goſpel to whatever 
penalties, or tortures their Perſecutors ſhould inflict. | 
But to return from a digre/jion I could not well avoid in 
purſuing my Subject, as far as it has been lately carried; 
I ſhall add no more, but that J hope, what I have faid will 
not only juſtify that great Change, which was made at 
once in the primitive Polity of the Church, when Chriſtia- 
nity was firſt eſtabliſhed, as the pub/ick form of Religion 
thro'out the vaſt extent of the Roman Empire; but alſo 
moſt of the alterations, it has fince undergone in other Ages 
and Places, particularly in our wr Country, when a Refor- 
mation from Popery was begun, and compleated under the 
direction and ſanction of the Civil Powers.— In all ſuch Ca- 
ſes the Intention of Chriſt and his Apoſtles in regard to his 
vi/ible Church ſeems to me fully anſwer' d, if fo be that 
Conſtitution and Model of its external Government under 
Biſhops and their ſubordinate Miniſters be preſerv'd in all 
its main branches and powers, which was originally fram'd 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, and univerſally receiv'd thro the 
pureſt Ages of the Gofpel. — This Form indeed having no- 
thing in it, that need to interfere or claſh with the various 
Kinds of civil Polity thro the World, ought, I think, to be 
retain d under ALL of them; it ought, I am ſure, (after 
rectifying any abuſes that ſhall creep into it) never to be 
aboliſhed, or interrupted thro humour, prejudice, or per- 
verſeneſs, but only thro' unavoidable neceſſities; or for 
ſuch reaſons, as are in truth of equal weight with an /ti- 
rution, ſettled as a Precedent in all Chriſtian Churches un- 
der the guidance of the H. Ghoſt, To ſpeak therefore at 
the /weſt of it, it ſhould ever have the preference of any 
Scheme of human invention; ſo that without ſuch neceſſity 
and reaſons the Biſhops and their Clergy ought now, and to the 
end of the World to enjoy and exerciſe the ſame ordinary, 
ſpiritual Functions and Powers, which the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves thought neceſſary, and committed to thoſe, who ob- 
tain d from them like rule and miniſtry among the Saints; 
and which they all along exercis d without giving any rea- 
ſonable grounds of jealouſy, even to Czar, or to any o- 
gc 5 ; 
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ther Heathen Governors. For as the ends and v/es provi- 
ded for by ſuch Functions and Powers in Chri/tian Societies 
are uni verſally and perpetually the fame, there can be no doubt, 3 
but that ſuch Functions and Powers ſhould be of univerſal 9 
and perpetual continuance. — They ſeem indeed much 1 
more neceſſary now than at firſt; conſidering how ſoon 1 
thoſe diverfitzes of miraculous Gifts and Admimiſtrations f 
ceaſed, which being for the w/e © (not of them that believed; 
but of them that believed not) could not long ſupply the Y 
want of a ftanding Miniſtry, and ſettled Orders for doctrine, 
worſhip, and diſcipline in Churches. — What imaginable 
reaſon therefore can be aſſign d, why like ordinary Functions 
and Powers ſhould not continue in every Chriſtian Church, 
thro'out all Ages, and Places, which were enjoy'd and exer- 
cis d by Timothy and Titus together with their Pre/byters 
and Deacons, without being expoſed to publick odium and 
infamy, as an attack upon the Prerogatives of Princes, as 
an encroachment upon the natural Rights of their Subjects, 
or as an u/urpationon that liberty, wherewith CHRIST hath 
made men free—There can, I conceive, be no good reaſon 5 
iven for denying a regular claim, of a divine right to ſuecß 
SE unftion Powers in the Church of Chriſt : of to paint bi 
the Biſhops and Clergy who make it in ſuch b/ack Colours; : 
provided they, by vertue of them, act in nothing contrary 
to Gop's Ward; provided they do not only obſerve all 
| thoſe Rules and Reftrarnts which were originally agreed up- 
on, or ought in reaſon to take place, where-ever the Church 
and State make one eftabh;/hment ; but are likewiſe willing 
to comply with the ſame Civil Oaths, and Teſts, as ate re- 
quir'd of their Fellow-Subjects: and to give beſides like 
good Security, as in England, that they will never proſti- 
tute their ritual Function, or Power to any temporal 
deſigns, that are inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of the 


Kin, or with the Jaws, liberties, or intereſts of their 
COUNTRY. 
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F The next queſtion therefore is about the nature and ex- 


| tent of thoſe Spiritual Powers, which may be claim d in all 


Ages of the Cbriſtian Church, by Perſons, who are call'd, 
according to the Vill of Cu RIST, to any Office, and 
Function of it. And in this particular little need be added 


to what has been already ſaid in the former part of this diſ- 


ceourſe; for, I think, they have a right to whatever ordinary 


powers were conveyed to Paſtors and Teachers by the A. 


Faſſles in the primitive Settlement of Churches: and may 
ſtill exerciſ them, without cenſure or offence, under ſuch 
regulations and reſtrictions, as the Providence of Go p, or 


the reaſon of things ſhall have introduced in places, where 


® Chriſtianity is become the National Religion, and thus 
eſtabliſhd by civi Laws. It only concerns them, who 
have any authority or miniſtry in the Church, never to claim 
greater, or more extenfive Powers, than they really have 
from the Word of Gop, or Civil Laws. — As to the Word 
= of God, it certainly 


© edify the body of CH R18T, not only by preſerving truth, 
virtue, and a purity of publick Worlhip with peace and 
* order in ſuch Churches of the Saints, as ſhall be under their 
= Care: but by endeavouring likewiſe to improve every pri- 


© vate-memberof it under their Mjniftry in Chriſtian know 
* ledge, temper and practice, by ſbiritunl means and motives; 


ſuch as reaſon and revelation, a ſenſe of duty to Gop, 


the rewards of his everlaſting favour, and the terrors of his 


everlaſting diſpleaſure. —- Now as all the Powers they can 
have of this ſort, are derived from the Will of CR RIS, 


ſo they muſt be /ibordinate to him, and entirely directed by 
the ſtanding Lows he gave all his Subjefs by his A. 
poſtles under the infallible guidance of the H. Ghoſt. — As 
they are only miniſters under him, or workers together with 
bim in making men obedient by word, and deed to his Goſpel ; 
they muſt never uſurp upon his Legiſlative Authority, ſo as 
to frame new terms of Acceptance and Salvation: or to 
alter ſuch, as He ddliver'd from his Father, — They are in- 

I deed 


gives them none but what are of a 
ſpiritual Nature; ſuch as regard the fouls of Men, or may 
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deed intruſted with the diniſtry of reconciliation, which 
gives them a power, nay, obliges them to declare and pro- 
nounce an ab/olution and remiſſion of Sins to all them that 
truly repent, andunfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel; but then 
whatever they do, tho' in his name, will have no force, if 
inconſiſtent with the Scriptural Conditions of faith and re- 
pentance. — So far from it, that =_ are anſwerable to him 
at his Fudgment Seat, as unfaithful Stewards, for every 
ſuch breach of their Truſt ; as they will be likewiſe for neg- 
lecting, and abufing it, if they do not preach this Gel: 
or if they do not in all reſpects faithfully diſcharge the 
Miniſtry they have receiv'd from him, by doing whatever 
they think in conſcience to be his will; and by behaving 
themſelves both in dacirine and example, as Preachers and 
Pillars of Chriſtian Truth and Practice in the Church of 
the living Gor, It muſt then be their conſtant employ- 
ment, as it is their peculiar office, to ſtudy the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that they may e approve themſelves unto Gop, as 
Workmen that need not be aſhamed, by rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth, and eftabliſhing the Neople committed to 
their Charge in that faith, which was at firſt delivered to 
the Saints. They are therefore bound in duty, f as 
Overſeers of their Flock, and as they will keep themſelves 
pure from the Blood of all Men, to declare publickly what 
they apprehend to be the Mind and Will of CuRIST, 
whenever any ſhall ariſe, either within, or without their 
Fold, who err concerning the truth, and attempt to bring 
in damnable Hereſies, 8 perverſe things to dra a- 
way diſciples after them. hey cannot, I am ſure, be 
ſaid to take heed unto themſelves, and unto their Flock, un- 
leſs they do whatever is in their power to prevent any cor- 
ruption in the principles, and practices of their people, or 
at Jeaſt to bear their 7e/t:mony againſt it; provided always 
that they 8 command and teach nothing, under the _— 


41 Cor. iv. 4. 2 Cor. v. 18, Cc. vi. 1. © 2 Tim. ii. 15. f Acts xx. 
1 Tim. vi. 21. 2 Tim. it. 18. 2 Tim. iv. 3, Oc. Tit. i. 10. 2 Pet. ii. 1, 
Oc. 8 1 Tim. iv. 10. 
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| ; of b ſound — and as neceſſary to Salvation, but 
What they believe ſo to bei (upon a full conviction of 


I conſcience, and' after the moſt impartial Enquiry) accord- 


ing to the glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed GoD which is com- 
W mitted to their Truſt as 


But beſides any extraordinary emergencies, That which 


& cometh daily upon ſuch, as have chief authority, the Care of 
all the Churches under their reſpective juriſdictions, will oblige 
them to be continually i ordaining ſuch faithful Men, as they 
ſhall prove and find qualified to officiate in holy things, and 
able to teach others al. Nor can they be thought to take 
too much upon them, when they determine and do what 
= muſt be. determin'd and done to have that Religious 


E worſhip, which ought to be public and common to all, 


celebrated at proper times and places not only with a de- 


cent, orderly, and affecting ſo/emnity, but likewiſe in 
Cbriſtian truth and purity, fo as to be free from Superſtition, 
When they provide that the Word of 
X Gop be read and preach'd without human adulterations, 
and k anchriſtian Contentions ; that the Sacraments be du- 
ly and reverently adminiſter'd, and that ſuch a godly 
8 But then oe - 
be to them, that abv/ theſe truſts, as they will do, who 


or Enthufraſm. 


i | diſcipline, be kept up, as becometh Saints. 


© thro' ſelf- intereſted views corrupt the word of Gor, who 


g appoint any forms of divine Service contrary to the faith 
and doctrines of the Goſpel, who enjoin any rites and ce- 
remonies, but what are innocent and fignificant : and 


have to the beſt of their judgment of times; circum- 
ſtances and perſons an apparent uſefulneſs, by adding a 


Proper ſlemnity to the publick worſhip, or by increaſing 
the inward devotion of the worſhippers ; who do not, as 
far as they can (with regard to truth, publick order and 
good government) avoid all juſt occaſions of offence to the 
moſt weak and ſcrupulbus; Or, who do require any terms 
of communion, and inflict any ſpiritual Cenſures, but what 


they 


h 2 2 . | . . 2 | „ *s 
. 1 Tim. i. 10, 11.1 Tit. i. 5 1 Tim. iii. 10--v. 22. 2 Tim. il. 2. 
1 Tim. i. 3, Sc. 2 Tim. i. 14, &c. 
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they think themſelves obliged (as | of fincerity, and as of 


Ged,) to require, and inflict, in order to e the Cbri. 
their eternal Sal. 
vation in the next. | | 
However, ſhould private Chriſtians, in contempt of 
their authority, refuſe to obey them in things /awfiul and 
expedient ; they would nevertheleſs have no right to compe] 
them to their duty by any civil force or penalties on their 
bodies, or eſtates; for as their whole concern is with the 


fouls of men, it muſt be wrong to employ m carnal wea- 
pons; or to uſe any n rod or fivord, but that of the Spirit, 


which is the Word of Gop. And by virtue of his, they 
are at firſt to o znflruf?, to exhort, to admoniſh, and to re- 
buke with all authority and ſharpneſs, both privately and pub. | 
lickly : but if they cannot thus work upon the judgments 
and conſciences of offenders, ſo as to bring them to the ac- 
knowledging of the truth, and to the doing of what is r:ght, 
they Rl can go no further, than to d:/own their principles 
and practices, as contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and to 
P reject, or caſt them out of their Society, by a public and 
judicial ſentence, ſo as to have no external communton with 
them, as belonging to the /ame Church, that they may 
thus bring them to a /en/e and repentance of their Faults; 
and if not, that they may at leaſt vindicate their own bj 
nour, as a Chriſtian Society, from the ſcandal of having 
ſuch members in it, by 9 reaſon of whom the way of truth 
may be 1 of; or that they may make others both 

r afraid, and aſhamed to tranſgreſs, — This is the power that 

muſt in reaſon be allowed to all viſible communities of eve- 
ry kind; for, without excluding thence, ſuch Perſons, a: 
are unworthy, or diſobedient to their Laws and Conſtitu- 
tions, they can never continue a regular and well-orderei 
Society. This was the method of treating and puniſh 
ing offenders in the primitive Church after the _ 

t 


1 2 Cor. ii. 17. m 2 Cor. x. 4. * 1 Cor. iv. 21. Eph. vi. 17. » 2 Tin 
1. 26, Iv. $8. Tit. j. 1%. g.. T'tt. e 1» Cor. v. ee. 
ii. 6. 2 Theſſ. iii. 6, 14. Mat. xvii. 17. 4 2 Pet. ii. 2. 1 Tim. v. 20 
2 Theſſ. iii. 14. | 
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the Apoſtles ; it was for the neglect of this diſcipline, that the 
Angels or Biſhops of the Afiatic Churches were condemn- 
ed; and their ſucceſſors will fall into the ſame condemna- 
ion, t if they do not exerciſe it in all Chriſtian Churches 
= 7, and to the end of the World. But when this is 
done, they have deliver d their own ſouls ; they have 41/- 
charg d their duty; and have no further power to revenge 
any d:obedrence : they can only put away u from among 
* themſelves the guilty perſon ; they muſt not give him up 
to be puniſhed by the cular Arm; nor pronounce abjolute- 
hh of his final condition in a future State, but muſt 
© ſeave him herein to the judgment and diſpoſal of their 
XZ Lord and Maſter; who, being privy to the zeal ſprings of 
human faith and actions, can only ;zdge w aright of them: 
and who has himſelf declar'd, that he will treat all, who, 
| thro' an evil heart or perverſe ſpirit, * deſpiſe, and diſobey 
* ſuch as act by his authority, and rule well, in like manner 
as if they deſpiſed and diſobeyed himſelf : and that whatever 
they y determine upon Earth, according to the Rules, which 
H and the Holy .Ghot have preſcribed, ſhall be confirm'd 

and ratified by Go p in Heaven. I” 
Such are the Powers, that do, I think, of right belong 
to the Governors and Miniſters of every Chriſtian Church; 
and their claim thereto, with the exerciſe thereof, may be 
juſtified from the Will of Cu RISH and the declarations 
of his inſpir'd Apoſtles, particularly of S. Paul; ſo long as 
they have a ® good conſcience, and act as in the Sight of Gop, 
and with no other views, than to his Glory, the good of 
dis Church, the ſalvatian of ſouls, and a love to truth and 

= righteouſneſs. So that I ſhall go on to my 


Rev. ii. © Of this opinion is the judicious Mr. Hallett, in his Supplement 
to Mr. Pierce's Paraph. on the Hebrews, Note b, p. g8. alſo in Note *, p. 89. 
The Writer likewiſe of the Paraphraſe and Notes on the Epiſtle to Titus, is of 
the ſame judgment, Note r, 8 53. 1 Cor. v. 13. * 1 Cor. iv. 4. * Luke 


: x. 16. 1 Theſl. iv. 8. Y Dr. C/arke's Paraph. on Matt, xviii. 18, = b 
S XU, 18. 2 Cor. ii. 17. iv. 2. 4 | ys 
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IT. Second Head, and ſhew what returns of Obedience 
and Submiſſion ought to be paid to them, in all ſuch Socie- 
ties, as are called Churches of the Saints. And no que- 
ſtion, the meaſures of Obedience and Submiſſion in the One 
muſt be exactly correſpondent and proportionate to the ſe- 
veral Powers of the Other. Now as the authority of thoſe, 
who have any rule or office in the Church, is in no caſe ab- 


ſolute and arbitrary, 1o neither is the compliance of pri- 


vate perſons to be blind and unlimited. Both the One, and 


the Other, as free and reaſonable Creatures, are obliged to 


uſe the natural Faculty Go p gave them of confidering, exa- 
mining, and judging for themſelves what is truth and right 
in matters of Religion and Morality ; but as Chriſtians, that 
Judgment ſhould be regulated by the Will of Gon reveal. 
ed by his Son; to whom? all Power, in Heaven, and Earth, 
is given ; who is Head over all things to his Church ; and 
at whoſe Fudgment-Seat, ALL, as members of one Bo- 
dy, muſt anſwer for the % and abuſe not only of that Fa- 
culty, but of all other their reſpective Truſts, and Gifts, 
every one of them ® according to the meaſure of the Gift of 


CHRIST ; They that are Governors, for uſurping, or miſ- 


employing any authority, and the People, for diſobeying them 
in the zu/t exerciſe of their authority. For the Church of 
CHRIST is not ſuch a voluntary Society, wherein every 
man is quite independent, and at perfect liberty to go in 
or out of it as he pleaſeth, or to do juſt what he liſts, and 
likes in it. It can be call'd a voluntary Society, in no other 
ſenſe, than as it is left to the natural Rzgh/ all men have of 
chuſing their own Religion, whether < they will be /aved 
by believing in the Gofpel of Chriſt, d tho there is none c- 
ther Name under Heaven given among men, whereby we 
muſt be ſaved. But if they are once baptized in his Name, 
it then becomes their Duty, as members belonging to one 
Body, whereof He is the z7vi/ible HEAD, to be united to 

Him, 


a Matt. xxviii. 18. Eph. i. 22. Eph. iv. 7. © Mark xvi. 16, Acts 
iv. 13» 
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Him, and to each other, not only by thoſe inviHile and 


4 ſpiritual Ties of Fünen truth, Wins, and. charity, 


which he hath made common to all of his Family, or to 
the Holy Catholic Church in Heaven and Earth ; but like- 
wiſe by thoſe external Means and Laws, which he has en- 
join'd to all his Dz/ciples in this World as viſible ſigns and 
proofs *of ſuch an Union. Now to know what theſe are, We 
are to conſult the Precepts and Practice of his Apoſtles, who 
were empowered by him, anddireded by the Holy Ghoſt how 
to incorporate and form his diſciples in every Age and Nation 
into it inct, viſible, and regular Societies. And have not they 
obliged all, who ſhall be called by his Name, in the ſeveral 
places where they live, to be ſo f perfecliy join d tagether iu 
the fame mind, and in the ſame judgment, as if there were 
but 8 one Body, one Baptiſm, one Faith, one Hope of their 
calling, one SPIRIT, one LORD, one Gop and Father of all; 
who is above all, throughall, and in them all ?—And in con- 
ſequence of this ion, ought not all Chriſtians, who can in 
conſcience communicate h with each other in the ſame Ordi- 
ances of the Goſpel, in the miniſtration of the ſame Word, 
and in the participation of the ſame Sacraments; thus 
i ſhewing with one mind and one mouth their duty and rela- 
tion to Gop, who has created, redeemed and ſanctiſied 
them, by ſuch common and public Acts of religious Wor- 
ſhip, as tend to his GLoRy, according to the Chriſtian Re- 
velation ? Ought they not to live together as Members 
of one Political Society, ł under the /ame Conſtitution, and 
Laws of Government? Ought they not, as much as in 


them lieth, to avoid all! diviſions and contentions; and to 


do, in their ſeveral places and flations, m whatever contri- 
butes moſt to the good and peace of that Society, wherein 
there muſt be rule, order and ſubmiſſion ; theſe being inclu- 
ded in the notion, and nature of Society itſelf ? — Can any 
thing leſs be requiſite to preſervethis Union, than a ready and 
willing diſpoſition in private Chriſtians to meet together, and 
; D 2 Join 

Joh. xvii. 20-23. f 1 Cor. i. 10. 2 Eph. iv. 4-6. d Acts i. 14. 


ll. 42---47. 1 Cor. xi. 20. Heb. x. 25. 1 Rom. xv. 6. k Eph. iv. 8, 
Se. ly Cor. i. 10, 11. ili. 3. =_ Eph, iv. 3, Ic, 16. > SPN. 1V 
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join with one accord in all public Profeſſions of faith and do- Mx 
ctrine, and in all external Acts of worſhip and diſcipline, 
with n ſuch Paſtors and Teachers, as were at firſt ſettled by 
the Apoſtles in the Churches of the Saints, and ſtill ought 
to be continued in a regular Succeſſion for the 2974 of the 
Miniſtry, and for the edifying of the Body of Cbriſt, till all 
his Diſciples, in every Age and Country, ſhall come in the 
unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Go p, 
unto perfect Men, and unto the meaſure of the ſtature of 
the fulne/s of Chri/t ? Ought not then the Saints, fo 
far as they o can © without giving up conſcience, honour and 
« 7ntegrity, ſo long as the Cauſe of true piety and virtue 
edo not ſuffer by it, and there is no fear of eftabliſhing 
« an arbitrary power, to obey them that have the rule over 
them under Chriſt in his viſible Church? Or if the word 
Rule offend, (as it may ſeem to carry in it an unſcriptural 
Dominion ;) Ought they not, as a Fhck, to“ follow, with- 
out any obſtinate reluctance, the faith, dofFrine, and con- 
verſation of thoſe whom the H. Gh hath made their 
Overſeers and Spiritual Guides, to preach the Word of Gon 
unto them, to feed his Church, and to watch for their Souls, 
as they that muſt give account? Nothing, as I think, 
will juſtify private Chriſtians in diſobeying, or not following 
ſuch dofFrines, decrees, and ordinances in all public affairs of 
Religion, belonging to Churches as viſible Societies, as their 
Spiritual Governors ſhall in /incerity think neceſſary to in- 


ftrutt, edify and perfect them; but as ſiucere a conviction 


of mind, (juſt the /ame indeed, as will will excuſe 4;/6be- 
dience to temporal Governors and Parents) that what they 
command is in itſelf wrong or evil : or fo contrary to the 
truth and liberty of the Goſpel, that it would be a /n to 


comply with it; in which Caſe it muſt be their duty to obey 
60, rather than Man. 


Nothing, I fay, but ſuch a 
conviction will, in my opinion, juſtiſy private Chriſtians; 
Humour, Prejudice, Reſentment, or a perverſe Spirit, will, 

I am 


"Ver. 11-13. ® Fyher'sSerm. Vol. I. p. 331, 334. P Heb. xiii. 7. Acts 
XX, 28, 
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9 1 am ſure, not juſtify them, in cauſing any needleſs Divi- 
ZW 5:0xs,that may prove fatal, about the gſtabliſped Doctrines, 
or Worſhip of any viſible Church, where Providence ſhall 
W caſt their It: or in not ſubmitting themſelves to ſuch pub- 
lic Orders, and Cenſures, as Timothy and Titus, without 
any miraculous light or help, had an ordinary Power to 
mate, or to inflict, from the nature of their Office as Bi- 
= /hops, or from the ends or reaſons of a Chriſtian Society. 
An ſuch caſes an Obedience to them is in reality and will 
be judged fo in effec? an Obedience to CHRIST. 
Having now gone thro' the Argument of my Diſcourſe, 
I ſhall conclude it with two „able Inferences. And, 
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I. Firf, Since it is evident, that the Chriſtian Church | 


is a Society, really diſtinct from any Civil, or mere human 
conſtitution in its original nature, and defign, as well as 
in it's duties, offices, and cenſures; ſince that Authority, 
by which its Governors and Miniſters did at 17, and do 

l exerciſe their reſpective functions, was neither invented, 
or uſurped by MEN, nor grounded wholly on human Laws, but 
was derived from 94 CuR1sT alone, who by the Spirit of 
God, directing his Apoſtles, * fram'd the Conſtitution and 
Government of his vifble CHURCH, according to ſuch a 
= Model, and ſuch Rules, as he ſaw beſt and fitteſt for the 
= perfetting his Saints, for the work of his Miniſtry, and for 
© the edifying of his own Body ; and ſince it may be ſhewn, 
that the Conſtitution and Government of this national 
Church, as the Laws have efabh/Þd it under the KING, 
as its ſupreme viſible Head, is (times and circumſtances 


it con- 
1 4 Gal. i. 12-16. The Conduct of the Apoſtles as et forth in the former 
4 part of this diſcourſe, muſt plainly ſhew, that the Chriftian Church was at firſt 
 i#ndefendent of the Civil State: and that the diſtindtian between a Civil, and 
Ecelefiaſtical Power, or between a Spiritual and Temporal Furiſdifion, as exer- 
ciſed by different Perſons, and flowing from different Principles, was not A. 
beard of in the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; and that it is neither ſenſeleſs, 
nor unintelligible. For the Churches of the Saints had Rulers and Miniſters o- 
ver them, who had no Commiſion from the Civil Peer : nor will the Powers 
they exerciſed, and c/aim'd by the Nord of Gop, allowed in their atmoſt lati- 
tude, and in all their ja conſequences, eſtabliſh ſuch a Sacerdotal Empire, as 
will infallibly draw a// power to itſelf, and render the Civi/ Magiſtrate its Mi- 
nifier, Dependent, and Tool. See an Examination of the Scheme of Church 
Power, the Moral Philoſopher, and the Independent Whis. 
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conſider'd) as conformable as it well can be to the Apoſto- 
lical Plan, and to the Practice of the moſt early Ages; 
there can be no juſt cauſe for any hu, outcries, and viru- 
lent invectives againſt thoſe ſpiritual Powers, that are 
claim'd of divine right by its Biſhops and Clergy, as if they 
were infringements on the Royal Prerogative ; as if they 
ever more endanger'd, and oftner ruined States and King- 
doms, and as if they were ſo many inſupportable U/urpa- 
tions upon the Natural Rights, and Chri/tian Liberties of 
Mankind. Nay, for fear this Image of Church Power 
ſhould not appear jrightful enough to a Proteſtant Na- 
. tion, it has been cloathed of late with all the ferrors of a 
Spaniſh Inquiſition : and then expoſed as the real ſource of 
wars and fightings, of confuſion and every evil work ; as 
giving countenance to all the exorbitant Pretenſians of 
the Pope and his Hierarchy and as leading to a ſtate of ñ 
things equally miſchievous, and more abſurd than the Popery 
of the Church of Rome. = 
And yet after all theſe outcries and invectives, thoſe bi- 
ritual Powers, which are claim'd under the Gofpel of 
CuRIST, will, in the manner they are exerciſed by the 
Biſhops and Clergy of the Church of England, appear to 
every impartial enquirer after truth, to be like his Religion, 
not only inoſfenſive, but highly beneficial to civil Commu- 
nities ; if they be but ſtripp'd of that , in which Ene- 
mies to both have dreſs'd them up to make them the more 
odious and terrible to People; even juſt as Nero cloath'd pr1- 
MITIVE SAINTS, tho” harmleſs, and without guzle or gall, in 
the Sins of Wolves, and Bears, that like Beaſts of Prey they 
might be ve unto death. For do not the Biſhops and 
Clergy of this Church acknowledge the Civil Power, to be 
juſt the /ame in all reſpects, as if the Nation were not 
Chriſtian? Do they pretend any exemptions from it in civil 
concerns for their Actions, ſtates, or Perſons ? Do they 
not in the /fronge/t and moſt folemn Terms avow the Su- 
premacy of the KING in this Realm, over all 1 
2 an 


lth. 
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and in all Cauſes, as well Eccigfiaſtical as Temporal 7 Have 
W they ſaid, or done any thing to throw off, or weaken that 
W J-pcndance which an gfabliſb d Religion ought to have up- 
on the State? Do they not exerciſe whatever Authority 


they have by the word of Go p, or is reſerv'd to them by 
that happy union of religious and civil Intereſts (which is 


call'd our Conſtitution in Church and State) in ſuch ways 
and methods, and under ſuch reſtrictions, as are ſettled by 
the Cu/toms, Laws, or Statutes of the Land? Nay, what 
poſſible danger can there be of their erecting an inſupport- 
able Tyranny over Body and Mind to the utter ruin of 
Religion: or of making arbitrary .encroachments _ 
the common Rights of their Fellow Subjects, ſo long as they 


may be called to an Account before temporal Courts, when- 


ever they exceed the legal Bounds of their Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction? Under theſe Reſtraints there cannot be the 
leaſt apprehenſion of their e/tabli/hing a Monopoly of Po- 
Wer: nor indeed of their extending any Hpiritual power, in- 
to a right to temporal dominion : nor can the Biſbops and 
Clergy of the National Church ever become in the primi- 
ti ve Senſe of the Word an independent Body, fo as to act 
by a diſtinct, and independent juriſdiction, until their Efa- 
bliſhment be quite diflolved, and their Apoſtolical Polity be 
indulg d to them, and to their Congregations, as to a ro- 
lerated Sect. Then, and not till then, can the modern 
Charge of affecting independency lay againſt them: and did 
that charge reflect any juſt blame on the Chriſtian Religion, 
ſuch ought to bear it now); who, to. juſtify their diſſent 
from our Communion, have been led to deny to the Civil 
Power any Authority at all in matters of Religion; who 
declare againſt all Efabh/hments of that ſort, who do not 
admit the KINO, or the Laws to have of right, any thin 

to do in ordering the religious worſhip, and government o 

their reſpective Congregations : and yet at the ſame time 
allow the exerciſe of like ſpiritual Powers among them- 
ſelves (independent of any temporal Power) for preſerving 
and promoting what they believe to be Chriſtian truth, pi- 


ety, 
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ety, and virtue, notwithſtanding thoſe very Powers give 
them great offence, when they are exerciſd by the Bi- 
ſhops and Clergy of the gſtabliſbed Church, who are ſtig- 
matiz'd as ſpiritual Tyrants, and inclin'd to Popery ; even 


tho' they go in nothing further, than the Laws and Judges . 


of the Land permit: and tho” their Enemies at the fame 
time confeſs, that by the Eng/;/þ Conſtitution the Clergy 
have no ſuch independent Power. But 

II. Secondly, Since the true reaſon of ſuch Outcries and 
Invectives againſt Church Power, and its Advocates is now 
apparent, and that it was a Stratagem of Unbelievers to 
prepare under this Covert for a more open and deſperate 
Attack upon the Chriſtian Revelation itſelf ; ſince the 
Charge of Prieftcraft, and Church Tyranny, is not only 
brought againſt the Clergy of the H bliſbd Church, but 
alſo againſt all Miniſters of the Goſpel of every denomina- 
tion, as being Fools, or Knaves alike ; nay is carryed up to 
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the Son of Gop himſelf, as the Mefiah, and his Apoftles ; © 


ſince all they faid, or did, by - other Authority, than 
mere natural reaſon, is treated like Enthufiaſm, Impoſture, 
or Forgery. 
to execute that Plan of Political and Hierarchical Religion, 
which if permitted to take place, will, in the opinion of 
Deiſts, enſlave all the civil Governments, and natural Li- 
berties of Mankind. They in their heavenly zeal kin- 
dled thoſe fires, and created thoſe diviſions upon Earth, 
which have ever ſince deſtroyed ?ruth and virtue, peace and 
happineſs in the World.—We only, for acting under a 
Commiſſion from Cu R1sT to be Paſtors and Teachers, 
are accounted in theſe diſtant times, to be choice accompli- 
ces and confederates with his Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evan- 
gehſts, in propagating their ſeHintereſted Schemes of delufion, 
impo- 

5 To ſhew that I do jaſtice in the following Repreſentation of things, I 
may appeal to a// the Vriting, of ſuch as have of late Dar, made various 


attacks upon the Chriſtian Religion and Clergy ; and more particularly to a Bool, 


intituled the Moral Phileſopber, which is ſuppoſed to have the ſame Author, as 
the Examination into the Powers claim'd by the Hierarchy : and from which e- 
very Article of this Charge, may be clearly and abundantly prov'd. 


For they truly ſpeaking, form'd, and began 


„ 


A Conſecration 8 ERM ON. 


31 


1 impoſition and tyranny ; and in doing like m;chief unto the 


; L end of the World. 
as it is obſervable in fact, that ſome, who were firſt moſt 


Since this is evidently the caſe, and 


n calous againſt Church-Power, have afterwards become the 
WE warmeſt Advocates for Deiſin, and can have no other end 


in view but to deſtroy Chriſtianity from the face of the 
Earth, it muſt infinitely concern good Chr:i/t:ans, and 
their Mini/ters, of all Perſuaſions, to lay ſeriouſly to heart 
the real evi, as well as fatal tendency, of joining with the 


known Adverſaries of our Religion, in their groundleſs, 
uncharitable, and unjuſt Aſperſions on the B/hops and Cler- 


gy of the National Church; as if they were an Hireling 


ö Order, fighting only for pay, without regard to the Glory 


of Go, to Truth, or common Honey: and as if they 
were influenced by no other motives, but their own /epa- 
rate, ſecular Wealth and Power; or by a tyrannical, im- 


Foſing, and excommunicating Spirit, like t Lords over Go d's 
Heritage, and as having dominion over their Faith. 
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Let them then, who do ſo, conſider, that a Revealed Re- 
ligion has not better quarter from ſuch adver/aries, than an 
Eſtabliſhed one; that They themſelves, as Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, are not leſs ev:/-fpoken of than WE are: and that as 
members of the ſame Spiritual Society incorporated under 
u one GO p, one LORD, one SPIRIT, into one Faith, one 
Baptiſm, and one hope of our calling; We ſhould have a 
tender affec&7on and care one for another, and a joint Con- 
cern for the Revelation of CH RIST our Head, in oppoſi- 
tion to all other Religions in the World. — But if we miſ- 
repreſent, traduce, bite, and tear one another ta pieces, and 
thus widen former differences and breaches, it is a natural 
conſequence, that we ſhall be w conſumed one of another; 
and that the * Kingdom of CHRISTHTH himſelf can never 
ſtand its ground, without a miracle, againſt that of Sa- 
TAN, if his Miniſters and Subjects are fo divided againſt 

E themſelves, 


e 1 Pet. v. 3. 2 Cor. i. 24. » Eph.iv. 4—6. » Gal. v. 18. * Matt. 
xii. 25. 
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themſelves, as to diſcredit one another, and weaken each 


others influence in the common Cauſe. 

As theſe are no imaginary Reflections, but ſuggeſted to 
me by the real ſtate of Religion among us for ſome years 
paſt, I cannot but recommend them to the ſerious conſi- 
deration of all thoſe, who, however they may differ from 
the Church of England in ſome points, do yet heartily 
wiſh well to Chriſtianity, both as a divine Revelation, and 


as a National Religion. Let them then take heed, not to I 
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uſe ſuch unfair and unchriſtian liberties in their Controver- 
ſial Writings on theſe points, as have been copied by bad 
Men in their Attacks upon the Goſpel of Chriſt, as well as 
upon the Church of England. I would befeech y them 
therefore with the Spirit of St. Paul, and in the Name of 


our LORD Teſus Chriſt, to put away all prejudice, bitter- 
neſs, and wrath and anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, 
with all malice : and to be perfettly join'd together with us 
in the /ame mind, and in the /ame judgment, and in 
ſpeaking the /ame things, that there be no Contentions or 
Diviſions among us; but that AL L may unite, as far as they 


can with a good Conſcience, in Chriſtian Communion,as wel! 
as Charity, with the Eftabliſted Church. For without fuch 
a diſpoſition in private perſons, to obey and fabmit to them, 
who have the rule over them, (when there is no fear of 
encouraging thereby an arbitrary Power) there can be no 


National or Eſtabliſbed Religion; there can be no public 
communion, order, and government in Chriſtian Churches: 
or to ſpeak my whole thoughts, in the words of a truly 
Chriſtian Biſbop as, © I can foreſee nothing elſe but that 
< our Diviſions muſt be propagated, without reaſon and 
< without end, from one generation to another; which is 
but a melancholy thought to any one, who remembers 


C how 


I Cor. i. 10, 11. Eph. iv. 31. 
= Biſhop Brad/era, in his Epiſtle Dedicatory to a Sermon, intitled, 4 Perſus- 
ite to Peace and Unity, preach'd before the Lord. Mayor of London, Fan. 16. 


1697. Wherein this Subject is handled with great judgment and charity: 38 y 2 
likewiſe in another, preach'd before the /ate Kine, Far. 19, 1717. intitled, 


The Natare of Chriſtian Union, and the Method of reſtoring it. 
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« ho much ſtreſs both our Saviour and his Apoſtles have 
aid upon peace and wnity.” — And what is worſe, with- 
out it, Popery, or Deiſm muſt, in all human probability, 
prevail at laſt ; for I think, the wie Arts and indeſfatiga- 
ble Pains, Papifts and Infidels daily uſe to undermine and . 
deſtroy the Church of England, b ſufficiently ſhow how 
reat a Bukvark it is to Chriſtianity, | 
The Biſhops and Clergy of it do, I am ſure, at preſent 
give no juſt occaſion for offences of this fort : nor was there 
W cver leſs reaſon for them in any Age, or Country, than our 
Own ; or to ſuggeſt, that Church-Authority is now 
carrying to the height of Popery. - As to Thoſe, 
whom the Providence of God, thro' the favour of their 
Prince, has placed in the higheſt Order of Chriſtian Mi- 
niſters, Have they not, tho' encompaſs'd with unuſual, ; 
unexpected difficulties, diſcover'd thro' the whole of their 
Writings and Actions a Chriſtian Temper, and a willing- 
neſs to do whatever is in their power, (conſiſtently with 
truth, and without danger to their Eccigfiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment ) to reconcile all religious Differences, and to 
unite men in doctrine, worſhip, faith and practice; and 
if that cannot be, to preſerve peace and charity with ſuch 
as diſſent from our Communion ? — Have not They, and 
moſt of their Predeceſſors for many Years e done their ut- 
moſt to convince the World, that they are not of ſuch a 
rigid, turbulent, impoſing, and excommunicating Spirit, as. 
to threaten an inlet to arbitrary Power in the Church; or 
to any unſcriptural, and unreaſonable incroachments upon 
Natural or Chriſtian liberty? Have they not at all times 
avowed, and voted for the fulleſt indulgence, and eaſe to 
8 /crupukbus Conſciences in the free exerciſe of Religion? 
KHFave any unchriſtian or illegal Cenſures and Puniſhments 
been inflicted in their ritual Courts: or have they made 
any uſe of that Authority they have from the Laws of 
3 E 2 CHRIST, 


* Moral Philaſ. p. 434. 

® Biſhop of 1 Charge, May 28, 1730. p. 25. 
.* See Biſhop Heeteoad's Account of his ox, and his Brethren's Condn in 
= his Charge to the Clergy of the Dioceſe of St. Aſaph, in M vpcc x. | 
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CHRIST, or the Land, to oppreſs any one upon account 
ey denyed, or made the 
leaſt attempt upon the ſupremacy of the Crown ? Has their ml 


of religious Principles? Have t 


public or private Behaviour been in any reſpe& undutiful to 
the KING, or his Adminiſtration? Have not moſt of 
them di/tingui/h'd themſelves in defence of his Title, Per. 


ſon and Government: and yet on all proper occaſions have 


they appear'd leſs zealous for the Rights and Liberties of ü 
their fellow Subjects, both Civil and Religious? — Were 
they not many of them beloved and honoured, when in 2 


private ſtation, by all who knew them, for their learning, 
candour and prudence ; as well as for their piety, 


goodneſs, and other exemplary virtues, becoming their 
Holy Calling? Have They not, after their advancement, 


trode in the Steps of their venerable Predeceſſors, ſince 


the Revolution, in their Moderation, as well as Paternal 
Care of their People? Had they not indeed, by a manage. 


ment and demeanor truly Viſe and Chriſtian, gain'd ſo fat 
upon the Hearts of the Diſſenters; as that Biſhops were 
never held in greater value and eſteem by them, ſince te 
Reformation, than within our Memory? The furious, bit- 
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ter Spirit that was againſt them, was worn of; our term 


of Church Communion were not ſo hardly thought or ſpoken 
of; our Service and our Ceremonies were not treated with 


the antient corn and contempt ; ſo that our Breaches wer 


almoſt healed, and what ſome have ſince call'd the Di/- 


ſenting Intereſt was decaying, till Gop, for our Sins, per: 
mitted the common Enemies of a Chri/tian and Proteſtant 
Church, to ſpoil this beautiful and pleaſing proſpect, tog- 
ther with the Fruits of their goodneſs and labours, by /tir- 
ring up fears, jealoufies, diſtruſts, nay even Enmity amon; 


thoſe, who were grown familiar Friends, and often weit 8 
to the Houſe of Gor rogether ? — But further, Have nt: 
the inferior Clergy followed the Converſation of ſuch 
rule over them? Have they not walk'd prudently and cir- 
cumſpecily, conſidering the Days are evil, both in their C]] 
and Spiritual Relations? Have they occaſion'd, fomented, 8 
2 93 


r 


8 "A 
2 ene * 
ernie af ha * nh 
a 4 * e 177 
AD " 
* 


I br; 


A Conſecration 8 k RM ON. 


35 


q 3 or even taken part in any Factions againſt the ſecurity, and 


5M, 
= 
_ = 


peace of Civil Government? Have they (as they are lan- 


derouſly reported) de work d their people up, on pretence of 
« the good of the Church, to tumults, mutiny, ſedition 
« gr rebellion, becauſe their Civil Governors give equal pro- 
« fection to all their Subjects, notwithſtanding their different 
« Opinions in Religion”? Or rather, have they not ſhewn a 
Chrittian Moderation and Charity to ſueh, equal to their 
zeal for the ghry of Gop, for the truth of CHRIS T's 
Revelation, and for the Salvation of Men by Him ?— It 
theſe things be ſo, how unjuſt and wicked muſt any inſinu- 
ations or accuſations of them be; as if they had any view 


or intereſt, which comes in competition or compariſon with 


that of approving themſelves faithful Miniſters to CHRIST, 
and of giving a good Account to him of all Sou Ls com- 
mitted to their Charge ; or as if they aim'd at making any 
other 2% of the power they have from Gop, or Man, 
than © to perfect the Saints, to do the work of their Mi- 
niſtry, and to edify the Body of CHRIST; till we all come 
in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
Gop, unto a perfect Man, unto the * of the ta- 
ture of the fulneſ of CHRIST; that we henceforth be no 
more toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the fleight and cunning Craftineſs of 
Men, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, and ruin Us and 
our Religion: but ſpeaking the truth in love may grow up 
into HIM in al! things, which is the Head, even 


CHRIST. | 


But it is full time to make an end. However, it ſcarce 
becomes me ſo to do without an addreſs to the throne of 
grace, ſuitable to my Subject, and this Solemnity. May 
He then, who firſt gave Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evan- 
geliſts and has ſince continued Paſtors and Teachers in his 
Church, give them by his Holy Spirit, knowledge, wiſdom 
and grace, to make a right uſe of their Mini/try, and to 

fee 


© Chriſtianity as Old, &c. p. 281. 
© Eph. iv. 11-15. 
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ſee and do thoſe things that belong to the glory of Gos, 
the good of his Church and the ſalvation of Men. — And 
may He ſo cleanſe, unite, and perfect the whole body of 
Chriſtians, that they may live in this World, and meet to- 
gether in the next, as one Fold under one Shepherd, Feſus 
Cbriſt our Lord, to whom with the Father, and the Eter- 
nal Spirit, three Perſons and one Go p, be aſcribed all 
honour and glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 
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BOOKS printed for I. and ]. Pemberton, I 7 38. 


r HE Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God in the Vegetable 
; Creation; further conſider'd in a Sermon preach'd in 
the Pariſh-Church of St. Leonard Shoreditch, on Whitſon Tue/- 
day, May 15. 1733- By Jobn Denne, D. PD. Archdeacon of 
Rocheſter, and Vicar of the ſaid Pariſh. 
15 2. The Bleſſing of a Proteſtant King, and Royal Family, 
co the Nation: A Sermon preach'd before the Honourable 
nouſe of Commons, at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, on Satur- 
day, June 11, 1737. Being the Day of his Majeſty's Happy 
Accem̃on to the Throne. By Jobn Denne, D. D. Archdeacon 
of Kocbeſter, and Rector of Lambeth. 


1. The Uſe and Intent of Prophecy in the ſeveral Ages 
of the World, in ſix Diſcourſes, delivered at the Temple-Church 
in April and May, 1724. Publiſhed at the Deſire of the Maſters 
of the Bench of the Two Honourable Societies. To which 
are added Four Diſſertations : I. The Authority of the Second 
Epiſtle of St. Peter. II. The Senſe of the Ancients before 
Chriſt upon the Circumſtances and Conſequences of the Fall. 
8 111. The Bleſſing of Judab, Gen. xlix. IV. Chriſt's Entr 
into Feruſalem. The Third Edition corrected. Price 45. 64. 
22. A Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of Commons at 
St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter, March 8, 1714. | 
3. A Sermon preach'd at the Temple-Church, November 20, 
17135. | 

9 A Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of Lords, January 

O, 1733. 
: 5. The Nature and Extent of Charity. A Sermon preach'd 
before the Truſtees of the Infirmary in Fames-ftreet, Weſtminſter, 
at their Anniverſary Meeting, April 26, 1735. Publiſh'd at 
the Requeſt of the Society. To which is added, An Account 
of the Proceedings of the ſaid Society, from their firſt Inſti- 
tution in the Year 1719, to Lady-Day, 1735. : 

Theſe by the Right Reverend Father in God Thomas Lord 
Biſhop of Saliſbury. 


6. The Tryal of the Witneſſes of the Reſurrection of Jeſus, 
The Eighth Edition. Price 13. 64. | | 


N. B. Not only Mr. Woolfton's Objections in his Sixth Diſ- 
co urſe on our Saviour's Miracles, but thoſe alſo which he and 
others have publiſhed in other Books, are here conſidered. 
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BOOKS printed for J. and ]. Pemberton, 17 38. 


Four Treatiſes written in Defence of Chriſtianity, viz. 


1. A Defence of the Scripture Hiſtory, ſo far as it 'con- 
cerns the Reſurrection of Jairus's Daughter, the Widow of 
Nain's Son, and Lazarus ; in anſwer to Mr. Woolſton's fifth Dil. 
courſe on our Saviour's Miracles; with a Preface, containing 
ſome Remarks on his Anſwer to the Lord Biſhop of St. Da- 
vid'ss Price 15. 


2. A Diſcourſe on our Saviour's miraculous Power of heal. 
ing, in which the ſix Caſes excepted againſt by Mr. Woolſton are 
conſider'd, being a Continuation of the Defence of the Scrip- 
ture Hiſtory, Price 1 5. 


3. A Diſcourſe concerning the Uſe and Advantages of the 
Goſpel-Revelation, as it was deliver*d on three ſeveral Sundays 
at the new Chapel in the Broad-way Weſtminſter , in which ate 


obviated the principal Objections contain'd in a Book entitled, 


Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. Price 15. 


4. A Defence of Dr. Clarke's Evidences of natural and re- 
veaPd Religion, in anſwer to the 14th Chapter of a Book en- 
titled, Chriſtiazity as old as the Creation, &c. Price 1 5. 6 d. 


Theſe four by Henry Stebbing, D. D. Chaplain in Ordinary to 
his Majeſty, and Preacher to the honourable Society of Grays- 
Inn. 


A Collection of Tracts, Moral and Theological, placed 


in the Order they were firſt publiſh*d, viz. 

I. A Letter to a Deiſt. 

II. The Foundation of Moral Goodnefs. 

III. The Second Part of the Foundation of Moral Good- 
neſs. 

IV. Divine Rectitude. 

V. A Second Letter to a Deiſt. 

VI. The Law of Truth. 

With ſome additional Notes, and a Supplement concern- 
ing Rectitude. By Jobn Balguy, M. A. Vicar of Norib- 
Allerton in the County of York, and Prebendary of Sarum. 
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